
Tips Living with Coyotes 
 
 

Puente Hills Landfill Native Habitat Preservation Authority Ecologist, Dan 
Cooper, has provided some tips on Living with Coyotes. 
 
• Coyotes are now just as common - if not more common - in suburban 

areas as in open space. It is no longer a matter of coyotes "coming down 
from the hills" into neighborhoods; they are year-round, full-time residents 
in our cities, including very urban neighborhoods with essentially no open 
space. 

 
• Coyotes are simply not a threat to people. People may think they are 

scary. They look you in the eye and may wander up toward you wanting a 
handout. But this is because people still insist on feeding them (which they 
shouldn't!). Reports of coyotes attacking people are extremely rare - about 
1 per year in California, which hasn't resulted in a death in 27 years. For 
perspective, compare this with the number of dog attacks - and deaths we 
hear about every week. 

 
• Living in the hills of California assumes certain risks. You could miss a 

turn and go off a hillside, get stung by a scorpion, or slip on your driveway 
and break an ankle. But you can also go about your daily life knowing that 
these things probably won't happen.  The same with coyotes - they're just 
a fact of life in the state. 

 
• There's a widely-held belief that coyotes are "overpopulating" certain 

areas. Though these claims are never backed up by data, the abundance 
of pet food (and pets) in people's yards, and the willingness of people to 
feed wild animals all make the suburbs attractive areas for wildlife to take 
up residence. 

 
Unfortunately, even if there are a lot of coyotes, or smelly skunks, or any other 
distasteful wildlife, there's not a lot that can be done. Coyotes are very clever and 
hard to catch, and taking out a few in one area will lead to a quick recolonization, 
sort of like swatting flies on the back porch. Better just to give them some 
distance and respect and learn to live with them. 
 
The Habitat’s Living on the Edge (www.habitatauthority.org/lotue,shtml) provides 
additional information on living with wild life in urban and suburban areas. 

http://www.habitatauthority.org/lotue,shtml

